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LOOKING DOWN THE ROAD:
LAW ENFORCEMENT’S BATTLE WITH DWI
By William Aiken Jr.

IE5N 1B 201N

Crver the years as an advocate helding drumbken dovers accoumiable while supporing the victims of their crimes, I've come o andsrstand and
apprecizte the eszendal role of law enforcement. They are the frong line detement. Thay keep the roads we shame safe.

Mot only on the enforcement side. Police are the most credible persuasders to pet toad safety laws passed. First, they're respected as om-scene
regponders. Secomd, their endorsements are coveted since their support isn't seen as 3 partizam issue of pelibics. It's 3 matter of safety. RID s lobbying
efforts ofien pet marred by the Dem/GOP divide,

Chief Brian Whipple, Pamolman Shawn Edouard offer their perspecdves. Chief Whipple pives an adnunismanve view, while Edoard chares hiz
experience enforeing DWT laws.

FROM THE TOP TO THE GROUND

Brian Whippis, Police Chigf
Scherserady Police Department

Farrolman Shavn Edoward (rightl
with Polics Chief Brian Whgple

On February 26, 2026, Brian Whipple was swom in as the new police
chief of the Schenectady palice department, replacing Erie Clifford.
Whipple brings a stellar backpround as the new chief. He's a praduate of
the FBI aradeny and has 2 master's depree m Public Safery. Previoesly,
he's worked in varicns departments within the SPO.

NOTICE:
RIs mewsletter is now ondine! Those who don't have access to a compuier call {518) 7298187 and we will send the newsletier via
smail mail, If you want fo support the work RID does, please vend donations by visiting RID's Paypal account of wwrw.rid-usa.org

(R write to; RID-USA, PO Box 520 Scheneciady, NY 12301

When I contacted Chief Whipple to be inferviewsd, he supeested T
reach owt to bis top anti-DWT officer, Pamalman Shavm BEdonard. RID
ppreciates Bdonard's penerasiy in taking the time to enlighten oor
readers with hiz strest level perspectiva:

Continued on Page 3




THE PRESIDENT’S LETTER.:
DURING A TRAFFIC STOP, POLICE NEED TO HAVE AGENCY
By William Aiken Jr.

Om Farmary 20th of this vear, I ot rear ended while
stopping at @ maffic hisht, waiting to naom left. The
other drver, pulled over into a nearby paridng lot.
Weirther of ws wers mjured. Then I called 211 and nuy
insurance company s [ waited for pelice o arive.

It towrmed owt the other driver had her license
suspended. The officer wrote ber a snmmens fior the
infraction. She had to appear in coust at a later date.
The deferemce showmn by the officer was appropriate.
The woman was coaperative, admiting she was at fanlt.

In amother fender bemder Twas invodved in, the aceident didn’t po smoothly.
The other drover changed ber story. This incident happenad before the
prevalence of cell phones with cameras. There were na pictuzes to prove
wiat happered or even a police report.

Anyway, the guilty driver's mzurance agent had to do an extended
irvvestization. He had 1o track down the passengars inher car to interview
them. I had 1o fils a detailed report of what transpived All this took an
addiiomal month before my repairs could be covered.

The situation cowld have been rezalved in 2 timely manner had the other
driver simply been outhfisl. As 3 result, ber insurance was cancelied 5ol
eive the driver who rear ended me, credit for owning her mustake. In this
day and ags, homesty isn't antomatic.

Zo I locked imfo what the law says about driving wath 2 suspended Leense,
It tuons vou can't do it It's up w the officer’s discermment to deteTrming

the conzequence. And that's how
is should be. It pives an officer

If the public became aware that
driving with a suspended licenze
ism't being enforcad, it wonld only
create moge Dmesponsible drivers
out there om our roads. Om an
individual basis, I z3y yes. The officer should be zble to decids when to
cuf someons a break during a3 waffic stop ar car aceident. Tt pives them
some leverage. A a general policy, I say no. There's too many bad drovers
on the road. Lax enforcement encourazas bad behavior,

The bottom line iz driving 1s 3 prvileze It needs to be adjudicated 25 such,
Pamolman Edenard has it right Mon-enforcament guarantee zws will be
braken mare freguently. The rule of law needs to be respected. Scientific
data from our past should inform ws how our palicies are crafted. Thos,
ihe laws on the bools need fo be endorced, zccondingdy.

Wil Aileorn

Willtam Aikeén, fr., Prexident
Remove Intexiomied Drivers

SILENCE
By Betty Martin

It's been 44 year:s since my daughter,
Michele, was killed by a drmk driver. In
my overwhelming prief and outrage T found
3 remarkable group of people who were
speaking out, shoating out that driving whils
impaired by aleobol and other drups shoold
no longsr be molerated. The maffic court
judee Im my case told me to rng 2 loud bell,
o speak oot for victinms

I joimed the woices of stromg adwocates like
Deoris and Bill Aiken Lillian Stern, Pat Gioa, Reree Barchitta, to mention
just a very few. Their voices were lowd and clear and people listemed.
Lazwes changed, penalties increased. messages were heard in schools, civie
ocrganizations, law enforcement, judpes and ves, by our legislators. The
media responded, repormng incidents of DWT injaries and fatalities.

Today in the chaocs of ecomomic insecarity, 1ising fuel prices, excesses
in imumizration reform resulting in death of American citizens, anemps
to restrict free speach and woting rights - war, the voice for DWI reform
ard justice seems like 3 whisper overshadowed by daily assaulis on ous
everyday lives. But - the influence of an indusoy that depends on the
comauraption of aleohol has not been silenced.

Inztead it has become 2 subliminal promise of freedom from oor
individnal circumstances. Ag football fans zcross the ration looked
forwand to the Super Bowld, and anticipation of what the new conumetcials
would mroduce ns to, one commercial did not disappeant. Who could
ignore the beauty and swength of the Clydesdale horse contrasted with 2
flzdeling eagle who dared to rade asmide  and who ubtmately spread its
wings and soared sbove the borses in freedom and hope.

BID-TEA, Ino, | wwenrid-nsa.org

“The Most Common Way People Give Up Power
Is By Thinking They Don't Have Any."

Alice Walker

Teould quete statistics that tell us that 2 nine year old has seen over 4000
alcohol commercials and by thirteen has started experimenting and that
beer is the drink of cheice for most young peopla, but those statictics
among others are old bhat. They've leamed that artms 15 Miller Time
and Michelob was made for weekends and that vou can climb mountaing,
sty dive and drive race cars. How many times have vou sung alone with
Neil Diamond as he rode the train with “Rosie™

5o where do we 20 from here? How do we make car whisper a sound
to be reckoned with®  Attend a Victim impact panel as an cheerver and
write to your bacal newspaper abouat your reaction. Speak to youth proups
aboait the effects of alochal. Participate in Mational Crime Wictims Rights
Week April 13-25.

This year’s thems iz LISTEN. ACT. ATNDCATE, Support our law
enforcement officers on the front ling dealing with drunk drovers, crashes
and injury or death. Plan your celebrations without having alechol as the
miain beverape. Anywhers and anytime there is an opportunity to ratse
awarensss make vour vaice heard Even 3 whisper can resound loud and
clear.

Support WY Senate bill 2025-553 by contacting our local Senators to
lower the bad from 08 o 03, Join BID Stay informed. “Your voice 15 2
powerfnl wol. Call today!

Senate switchboard (518) 453-2500

Assembly swichbeard (518) 435-2218

05 Senate spomsar Lin (718)-765-6675

05 Assembly Sponsor Simen (315) £55-5420
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FROM THE TOP CONTINUED

Chiel Wh inok some time 1o shae
his Fisam law emfomement & i
raizs W dronkem We also

whil am the most eflective
measires ko redoce W1

Ii Before RID came sn the seene,

drumken driving was mﬁy:u and
sockally accepiable. When did you firsl
realize flaat LW was o serbsats orbme?

When [ v fm high school, o friend’s
Jather war arreried minkiple Ames for
LW et shord period and uiflmarely
wend b frodl, Winketileg o fhad sivmaion
affecied their fomdly was the firs o [
prufy undersiond el bepaired drivieg
COFFES SeTiony coRfequences, even when

rer e Ly pleprtcatly Burt. I relnforced for
et Mot it dectelong ean chiange e

In many wayt

Ij Since 2000, DWI has consistemtly
bitn dle camse of over 10k Falabitles
anpwalty,. When did yeu first become
aware of the magniiede of ihe harm
anil hearilache camsed by DW]?

I way [nvolved in Youh Court durieg
my early high school yeern. Ag parl of
thart program, we aifended 0 MA DD,
meeling one evening. Heartng firshand
Jrom wenms and familier abour dhe
pain and Jere coused by qeweons
else’s decdsion fo drive dmpaired had @
profousd (mpact om me, N owae dliffeuli
b ligten o, bud i kelped shape By
anderstandieg of bow serlous and for-
rﬂﬁgmmwufﬂﬁ'?m

3 Has your Ml been samally
by a drunken driver? it
thal’s irme, bew did thal experbence

shape your vhews an DWWT?

I am grovefil tht wep W Rex nof bess
pervonally impacied by a drask driver,
However, throuphost my career [ have
zeen firthand ihe  comtequences of
bmpaired driving while responding ie
i soemes where people were reriously
bnjured or where bamoteni wiclimg ba

them loveg afier e soene Iy cleared.

4} Combaling DWI has beem a
combimatien  of  education s
pumishmsent. Which approach sheald
sur ressurces be more devoled do In
arder Lo curh DW1T

Bodh educaiivm and enforcesent are
ertenilal, bad fo mog effectively carb
DWW | believe resources phonld be

wﬁ-l'wu'muurﬂ wlithle amd consient
. mippevied by  gtromg
d'n:.ul'!.::u.l People need fo belleve there
L @ real lkelfihood rhat they will be
slopped and kel accoaniable o change
thelr bebavior. Whea drivers feel ey
can gef away wilh [mpafeed driving
wilhow! comsequences, ey are more
dikedy o ot making e dangerous
choice.  Hipk-wlihility  enforcemen
efforis, combined Witk  meaning i
educarion, especially for young people,
ar | experienced growing up, are both
erttical in redicteg impained drivieg omd
prodeciing our commandies.
£} Dranken drlving has plagued sechety
for s feng, ihe seems numb e
it. Gzolng forward, By opdimistic are
vl lnw enforcement cam serve bo deber
drivimg drumk?

I am eptimintic theat law enforcesmenl
can conftaue fo play @ meaniegfal rofe
in dewerring imprired drivieg. Todiay,
ajencker hoe more fooli than e fo
gprend prévendion messages, (achading
dhe g of sociad medie, whick allows
bt o revich large andiences al il fo
mo cosl. Al the fame fme, becreased

kay om communiries afl confribule o
aronger, more focused efforis,

By comblaing proaciive enforcement,
darpeted  adwcanion, and  meders
commuRicaiion rratepler,  faw

eiiforeemenl can help reduce bipaired
driving and improve igfety on oar
FoddwaTy.

&) Whal showld kaw makers be focused
e [ order o keep the resds we share
sale?

Lowmakers should focur on policles
dhar  mpport  éffeciiee enforcement
and eghoblizh pesolrles that  eraale
& meanidgful deerrenl b0 iepalred
dreivdg. Tn meary caser, when we nead
ahoul the puteomes of DWErelaied
irils, famdly members of viollm s sxprers
Jruniraten with the Omitenons of dhe
penaliles available under curreni Mew
Kok e,

Freuring thai bevs bodh hold offenders
appropryntely arcowrdable and reflac
the serioud (mpacl impaired deiviag ks
o whoilmy, famiiler, and compwnitles
i dm imporianl part of rirergthening
pabfic  confidence  and  improwvigg
rinadvary safery.

Your donation helps RID save lives.

TO THE GROUND CONTINUED

1 When did vou deckde to go indo law
enforcement? Was there am evem or

experience had red you be serve
yisar num.lul}%"mﬂ

I decided ar an eady dge hay Low
enfrcement would B my  poseslio
caveer, My recenily retlred father served
i a pofice afficer for 21 years and ofles
gerwed ai ax Inipleaion af kome, Al @
woung age I ook o balerest in podicleg
wheiher [ wai hearing gories, going
on rde-alongs, or waichieg the COPS
TV show, When [ made the decizion fo

) Before RID gol slarbed, dramken
drivimg wasn't censtdered a orlme
What changes lm the pubdic’s alibude
fowards [T have you nedlced: slnce
voul jomed law emforcensent?

raming b {ag lime, mmllbr
ihinking by thar mothing bad will happen
dhig pleme.

3 RID has been trying bo lower
ibe BAC Im NY3 for some Qlme
Surprisingly, ssme law enforcement
epposes I They believe chang 1h
fegal BAC would require relra

it officers. Whad are you lilqinn
havimg 2 .08 BAC threshold?

I i open fo having a 05 BAC threshodd

il mepatively impact o person’s driving.
If we can vlew using your cell phoie
while driving gz damgerous, we showld
be ahie to view aepiling thar mepadively
bmpacts your driving ar e same.

A T e s mind 2000, the

“Friends Dom't Lei Friemds Drbe
Drunk™ was effective In carbing DWIL
Bow will Uber and 1Lyf1 WS become
ehsoleie, Blde sharing servioes haven'|
reduced DWT Extallty rates as was
premiszd. In todsys workd, whal
do yeu see as elfectlve messaging te
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el ourage people s drive sober?
[ believe mesiagieg Aeedi do include

eitker in vour ear, ln bandeuffs, of
a carker, Tt tha a bet wou're willing o
dake?

E | was rear emded by somesne
drivimg with a suspended lhcense, Thal
Infraction seems (o be Bsumied more
frequently. What can be dome o gel
ibe pablle to respect our iraffic laws?
Is more educativn meeded? Teugler
pemakijes?

Ihelieve the penmliies geed 1o be harsher
Jor driving on @ rugpended Neense, fn
ctlier sarey, i pou're eought drivlag on
& suspended lcenge Jour vkl caw be

dmpounded jor weeks af o e and o
i B daktene Lo i,

In Meww Kok, your vehicle can be jowed,
aad yoall lksly recefre o roudde
misdemeanor  Hoker,  (Wen, people
with o suipemdedirevoked leense will
congislenally drive despive bhelr drivieg
privileges belag removed. They Enow
that mosl ltkely dey'll only recelve a
roaduide  misdemeanor summons ond
harve pomecne élse plek thelr vehicle wp

[l e sowe pard

6 You've persemally witnessed the
horrors of DWIL up  chese. Whal
message wasuld bike to (et In

drivers whe waml be po oml e
ociallze?
IF you plaw b0 go ourl and drink, please

plan @ safe rlde home, fagl because you
dhink you're sober enouph o drive doses
wol aefuelly mean you are. Coundlers
people. howe Dean hort B the ocilons
of themselier and others who made ihe
wrong decivion fe gel befiind the whes!,
If you're mor gotsg b be selfles 1o As
endanger oifers, he ek envagh o Ao
endarger yoursa],

':": dre you oplimisilc about the future
ng drumken drhving?
T opimiadie atvoud the fitu re regardieg

drunk driving. I'm loaling forward i
move puiice deparimerly Goesing s
dhelr o fraffic ainify bo fargef bepaired
dreivers, & well ar lowmokers brisging
kargher comsegueaces fo  bepaired
drivers. Withour more afficers looking for
wmpalred drivers, e legs likaly someone
welll e held geovamiabie,
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